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Ringling College sponsors a number of programs for children. The College requires that 
children in these programs be appropriately supervised by adults with the proper training and 
credentials, and subject to criminal background check clearances as required by Florida state 
law and the College. All program adults (paid staff or volunteers) must receive appropriate 
information in maintaining professional boundaries at all times when working with children in 
the program (See Appendix A below). 

 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

 
A. Florida Law mandates the reporting of any suspected child abuse, abandonment or 

neglect. Anyone who has reason to believe that a child has been subjected to abuse, 
abandonment or neglect must immediately report to the Florida Department of 
Children and Families by one of the following methods: (1) call the Florida Abuse 
Hotline at 1-800-962-2873, (2) via fax at 800-914-0004, or (3) online at 
https://reportabuse.dcf.state.fl.us . Instructors and other personnel will be required to 
provide their names to the DCF hotline staff. All other reporters may remain 
anonymous, but a record that a report was made will be maintained by the College. If 
you see a child in immediate danger, call 911. Colleges and Universities that 
“knowingly and willfully” fail to report suspected child abuse, abandonment or neglect 
or prevent another person from doing so now face fines of up to $1 million for each 
incident, and the penalty has been increased from a misdemeanor to a felony. 
Individual employees face personal criminal liability as well.

https://reportabuse.dcf.state.fl.us/
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C. Any faculty or staff member who has reasonable cause to suspect that a child died as a 
result of child abuse, abandonment, or neglect must report his or her suspicion to the 
appropriate medical examiner. 

 
D. “Mandatory Reporters” in Florida are defined as: social workers, teachers and other
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• Be aware of the impact of your words and 


